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==IN MEMORIAM==
JAMES LYONS CHESNUT
'
D. D.

JAMES LYONS
CHESNUT, D. D,
After Entering the
Gospel. Ministry.

JAMES LYONS
CHESNUT, D. D.
Near the Close of
His Ministry.

JAMES LYONS CHESNUT,

D. D.

Foreword.

When a great man is called away from us
we are stunned by a sense of our loss, and in
the passing of the subject of this memorial
booklet, we have sustained an immeasurable
loss. True, and yet is it loss after all? We
miss him; we need his fine spirit, his services, his wisdom, his love ; but is it not true
that his absence, the pain of parting, has fixed
our thought, attention, affection, more definitely on him? Are we not growing more
and more into his stature as he is more the
subject of our loving thought? His body was
laid tenderly to rest in yonder cemetery, but
if his spirit buds forth afresh in our hearts, if
his life's aims are taken up with holy purpose
by those of us who were blessed by his ministration, are we not gaining rather than
losing him? "To live in hearts we leave
behind us is not to die."
We cannot hope to do justice to Dr. Chesnut in these few pages. It would require
rare genius to make the printed page present
him. Words are weak things with which to
present so fine a spirit as his; but we would
not be content unless we brought our heart's
tribute and laid it upon memory's casket. His
own life work is his memorial ; this booklet
is an effort on our part to give attention, so
that we, too, may grow, and like him, be a
blessing.
REV. L.A. BENSON.
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Biographical Sketch.

James Lyons Chesnut was lforn in Carnbore, County Antrim, Ireland, on March 21,
1867. He was the son of Moses and Martha
Chesnut. He had two sisters, one of whom
died in infancy; the other, Mary M., now
Mrs. Thomas Biggert, and his mother, remain
to hold him in ·1oving remembrance. · His
father eritered into rest a few years ago.
Dr. Chesnut received his education in the
common schools of Ireland and the Coleraine
Academic Institute. While yet a mere lad,
he came with his parents and sister to
America, but not long afterward his parents
longed for their- home land, and, with his
sister, they returned to Ireland, leaving
Jam.es alone in America. He found employment in the Pennsylvania Railroad offices,
and pursued his studies in the Rleformed
Presbyterian Theological Seminary (then
located at Twentieth and Vine streets, Philadelphia), graduating April 5, 1893. He also
took a post-graduate course in the University
of Pennsylvania. On May 12, 1892, he
acquitted himself well in a thorough examination before the Philadelphia Reform~d
Presbyterian Presbytery, at a meeting held
in the Fourth Church, and was licensed to
preach the Gospel, and during the summer
of 1892 served the Grand Cote Congregation
at Coulterville, Ill., with marked ability. He
received a call from this church, and at a
meeting of the Philadelphia Presbytery held
in the First Church on November 1, 1892,
was granted a certificate of dismissal to "the
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care and fellowship of the Western Presbytery, and on February 9, 1893, was ordained
and installed pastor of this faithful congregation, which he had served with much
acceptance during the preceding summer.
Thus began a pastorate which has become
historic throughout the Church. Soon the
people of Coulterville and surrounding communities became aware of the fact that .a
prophet indeed had settled among them ;
blessed ties of friendship were formed which
many regard as the rich experiences of life.
In Dr. Chesnut every right-minded person
had a valued friend; high and low, rich and
poor, knew him as a warm, kind-hearted
friend and wise counsellor; and his ability to
bring comfort and consolation to sorrowstricken hearts gave him a worth possessed
by few. Frequently the passing of the years
of this pastorate were marked by anniversary celebrations, and always the tie between
pastor and people became more close and
precious. At length the congregation showed
its appreciation of the pastor and his family
by the erection of a splendid manse.
The twentieth anniversary celebration was
prepared with special care, and as ever the
generosity of the Coulterville people was displayed in the offerings which they brought.
In responding, Dr. Chesnut told the people
that he had been with them too long to be
surprised by them; he knew them; that the
only way in which they could surprise him
would be to do something little or mean; that
would surprise him, he said; but he knew
that they would not do it.
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The wonderful ability of Dr. Chesnut as a
preacher and as a pastor was recognized
everywhere he went, and many efforts were
made to induce him to accept larger, more
conspicuous positions, with larger pay. From
these offers he ever turne'd to the flock which
he so dearly loved, and which in turn had
such love for him.
On one occasion, when the Cedarville
people were about to vote to select a pastor
from among several candidates, Dr. Chesnut
was urged to permit his name to be used, but
this he positively refused to do; nevertheless,
a great many of the members voted for him.
In the summer of 1913, Cedarville again
being vacant, a unanimous call was made for
Dr. Chesnut, but this he refused to consider.
In the autumn of 1914 the call was renewed,
with much urgency, upon the plea that his
failure to aecept might prove disastrous to
the interests of the congregation, and especially because of the evidence of God's guidance of the congregation both in arriving at
and maintaining the choice. Moreover, · the
interest of the Seminary required Dr. Chesnut's presence in Cedarville. After long, careful and prayerful c·onsideration he decided
to accept the call; but to one he remarked:
"Yes, I must go; duty has been made clear;
but I've had to fight to get the consent of my
heart to leave the people of Coulterville.''
He was lovingly devoted to his father and
mother and sister and was privileged to visit
them a number of times.
Immediately before entering upon his ministerial labors in his first charge he was
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united in marriage with Miss Jennie Wallace,
of Philadelphia, on January 17, 1893. Two
children were given to them-Mary, who has
graduated from Cedarville College and is
now engaged in teaching, and James L., who
also has graduated from Cedarville, and is
now pursuing his theological studies in the
Reformed Presbyterian Seminary.
In 1900 Dr. Chesnut was sent to California
to investigate the prospects of our Home Mission Fields. Mrs. Chesnut and the children
accompanied him. So pleased were the people
there with his services that an effort was
made to induce him to take the oversight of
the work in that State.
For some time he was Associate Editor of
The Coulterville Republican. For a few
years he edited the Young People's Department in the Reforrned Presbyterian Advocate.
During the last years of his pastorate at
Coulterville, he and his faithful congregation
erected a large and modern church edifice, in
which the ·congregation today finds great
convenience and comfort.
In April, 1905, acting as Committee for
the Western Presbytery, he had charge of
the installation of Rev. L. A. Benson as
pastor of the Republican City Church, Clay
Center, Kan. He has many warm friends in
this field, who longed for another visit from
him.
Upon his arrival in Cedarville, Ohio, there
were 'unmistakable evidences of the warmth
of the welcome given to him. The people

6

t
t·

IN MEMORIAM

gladly accepted .him as their leader; they did
all in their power to make him and his family
comfortable. Lots were secured and a Manse
erected which is perfect in every detail. Dr.
Chesnut completed his twenty-two years at
Coulterville, entering on his work at Cedarville in February, 1915.
· He was made Dean of the Reformed Presbyterian Seminary and Professor of Systematic Theology, and frequently spoke of the joy
that he experienced in being associated with
such men as Prof. W. R. McChesney, Prof.
F. A. Jurkat, Professor Allen, Prof. S. C.
Wright and others with whom his duties
brought him in daily contact. He was officially installed pastor of Cedarville Congregation in connection with the meeting of
General Synod in Cedarville, on May 23,
1915; Rev. W. R. McChesney, presiding. Rev.
W. J. Smiley preached the installation sermon; Rev. W. R. McChesney put the queries
and charged the pastor, and Rev. Alexander
Savage charged the people.
. The pastorate begun with so much joy and
promise, was, under the providence of an
all'-wise God, all too soon-as we would sayinterrupted. For some time Bright's disease
had been annoying him, and this, with complications, assumed proportions such as made
the discharge of his duties very difficult and
often impossible. In the summer of 1917 his
congregation, realizing the serious nature of
his . condition, gave him leave of absence. He
therefore planned a trip back to Coulterville
in the hope that it would be beneficial to his
health. But while in Coulterville his condi-
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tion became serious and for a while it was
feared that the end was near. He rallied,
however, and journeyed back to Cedarville
where for weeks-yes, months-everything
possible was done to regain health. Sometimes hopes were bright; at other times the
disease seemed to be wearing out the strong
man; thus loved ones and friends were
anxiously waiting when on February 7, l:918,
at 1.50 o'clock P. M. he was given release
from pain and suffering and received into
the realms of the blessed. His loved ones
and the sorrow-stricken communities bowed
to learn the lesson which God would teach.
During his sickness, Dr. Chesnut never
lacked the kindly helpful interest of a devoted
people. His family, now burdened with an
unmeasured loss and sorrow, became conscious of a blessed sympathy and a spirit of
willing, yet unobtrusive helpfulness on the
part of friends both within and without the
Cedarville congregation.
Dr. Chesnut occupied various positions in
the Presbyteries to which he belonged; served
as Moderator of General Synod; was for
years a Superintendent of the R. P. Seminary, State Clerk of General Synod, and a
most efficient and beloved Secretary of the
Foreign Mission Board. In his presentation
of the work of the Board at Synod, he frequently became most eloquent, firing the
zeal of every auditor.
In 1901 the honorary degree of Doctor of
Divinit:t was conferred upon him by Cedarville College. In · 1915 he was elected a
member of the Board of Trustees of Cedar-
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ville College, and upon entering his office
was chosen Secretary of the Board.
"He carried the honors bestowed upon him
with becoming humility and commendable
dignity. He served in the offices to which
he was chosen, conscientiously, efficiently,
prayerfully. The Church recognized his
talents as superior and his spirit as that of a
man of God; and consequently entrusted him
with the most sacred and responsible positions within its gift ; and he never betrayed
a trust or lowered a confidence, but rather
did he inspire courage, faith and action by
his well-known good cheer and unwavering
loyalty to Christ and the Church. He was
the human life and center of every church
court and of most of its committees. He
was a staunch Reformed Presbyterian, devoted to all of the interests of the Church,
and yet broad enough of vision and big
enough of heart to recognize the good in all
Christians and to co-operate heartily with all
the followers of Christ in the advancement
of the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour."
In his service as pastor he was interesting;
and, whether with the aged, youth or childhood, the rich, the poor, the churched or the
unchurched, white or colored, his touch was
most happy and helpful. His ability to
remember faces and names and individual
interests and circumstances, won for him a
hold upon people generally . His faith wai:i
an inspiration. Prayer was to him no perfunctory exercise; it was the communion of
his soul with the unseen but ever-present
Jehovah. How it refreshed us when he
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prayed! He loved God's Word and loved to
proclaim it. How wonderful his eloquence
when he spoke of the King of Glory! He
was implicit and unwavering in his faith in
God. He believed every line of it. His great
heart knew no tricks for self-advancement
or enrichment; he was no opportunist. He
was a man of conviction, of high principles,
of the most holy aspirations, but of full surrender to his Lord. He was thoroughly conscientious ; his discernment, his ready wit,
his genial spirit, made room for him everywhere, and made him, naturally, a leader.
With what loving, fatherly interest he
counseled the young men of the Seminary !
How happy he was to note the progress of his
own son in his preparation for the ministry!
He was a wonderful man. There was a
sweet joy, a great spiritual profit, in being
with him, even in his hours of weakness and
suffering. He became conscious of the fact
that the end was approaching, but he fainted
not, nor did he forget his interest in the salvation of others. He prayed with and for his
people, as he could pray. He called the loved
ones of his family to him one by one to
give them parting blessing and counsel. He
endured the intense sufferings w,hich were
appointed him with a spirit of heroism and
fortitude. He resigned himself submissively
to the care of Him for whom he lived and
whom he loved to serve, and thus he fell
asleep. Though he is numbered with the
dead, he still lives in our hearts.
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The Funeral.

Friends from distant places had learned
by wire of the passing of the revered minister; and, notwithstanding the severe character of the weather, a number had ·arrived
in Cedarville, Ohio, to attend the funeral.
These friends and relatives, with others,
gathered at the manse at 1 o'clock P. M. Saturday, February 9, 1918, and, after a brief
service, proceeded to the Reformed .Presbyterian Church, which was already filled with
a loving people, waiting in silence, awed. with
the sense of the greatness of their loss. The
pall-bearers were men who were close to Dr.
Chesnut~Messrs. E. L. Stormont, N. L.
Ramsey, Clayton McMillan, S. C. Wright,
Walter Iliff, J. E. Mitchell, Earl Crow and
·Frank.Creswell. The undertaker, Mr. James
R McMillan, was himself an intimate friend
of Dr. Chesnut and a member of his congre~
gatio:q. . The casket was placed in front of
the pulpit from which · Dr. Chesnut had so
frequently and so earnestly proclaimed the
Wo'rd ·of God.
The funeral services were in the charge of
Rev. W. R. McChesney, D. D., President of
Cedarville College, who was so closely and
so happily associated with Dr. Chesnut in his
work in Cedarville, and who, in addition to
his own arduous tasks, assumed much of Dr.
Chesnut's work as it became impossible for
Dr. Chesnut to carry it.
The choir of the congregation, of .which
Mr. George Creswell is the leader, led th~
congregation while it joined in singing the
23d Psalm. Rev. J. S. E. McMichael, of the
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United Pres-byterian Church, of Cedarville,
read a portion of Scripture; Rev. W. S.
Fulton, of the Reformed Presbyterian Church
Synod, led in a fervent prayer. (Rev. W. S.
Fulton and Dr. Chesnut were co-pastors,
both in Coulterville, Ill., and Cedarville,
Ohio.)
Dr. McChesney, after giving an obituary
notice, which was of unusual interest, annouhced his text as found in the Song of Solomon; 2 : 17, and also 4 : 6, and preached a
most appropriate and able sermon. Dr. McChesney is known throughout the entire
church, and his ability to meet the occasion
with the appropriate message is recognized
everywhere.
Rev. L.A. Benson, of Clay Center, Kansas,
led in a brief prayer; Rev. Andrew S. Cres-well, who succeeded Dr. Chesnut in the Coulterville congregation, read resolutions from
that congregation and made some very appropriate remarks. Rev. L. A. Benson read
a telegram of sympathy from the Philadelphia Presbytery. Rev. J. W. Patton, of the
M. E. Church, of Cedarville, represented the
local Ministerial Union and spoke in appreciation of Dr. Chesnut and his work.
The mortal remains of the efficient and
beloved pastor were then taken and laid to
rest in the Massies Creek Cemetery, only a
few feet distant from the sacred dust of Dr.
Hugh McMillan, and also near by the repose
of the late Dr. J. F. Morton, former pastors
of the Cedarville Congregation. The winter
had been of unusual severity; the landscape
was clothed in a heavy mantle of white; it
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was with difficulty that anyone traversed the
highways, choked with snow as they were;
nevertheless a large concourse of people followed the. remains of this revered man of
God to their last resting place.
Among those attending the funeral from
a distance were Rev. and Mrs. Andrew S.
Creswell, of Coulterville, Ill.; Rev. E. M.
McFadden, D. D., a cousin of Dr. Chesnut,
and Mrs. W. H. Emig, from Pittsburgh, Pa.;
Rev. L. A. Benson, from Clay Center,
Kansas; Mr. Wm. Marshall (a cousin) from
Morning Sun, Iowa; Miss Nancy Gallagher,
Mrs. Moore Patton, Mr. Alex. Russell, and
Miss Ethel Lamont, of Coulterville, Ill. ; and
Mr. A. Y. Reid from Cincinnati, Ohio.
The richness, the profusion, the beauty of
the floral tributes to this good man, could
hardly have been excelled. · Besides tributes
coming from various friends, there were
beautiful contributions from the college, from
the Seminary, from Dr. Chesnut's Bible Class
and other church organizations. A beautiful
spray from the Coulterville Congregation
spoke most fittingly of the esteem and sincere affection in which he is held by that congregation which he served so long.
All the business houses of Cedarville closed
during the hours of the funeral as a mark of
esteem for Dr. Chesnut.
When Mrs. Chesnut returned home after
the funeral she found a letter of sympathy
from Mayor C. M. Hamil, of Coulterville, and
a copy of the printed proclamation closing all
business ho.uses in Coulterville during the
hours of the funeral.
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We take the following extract from the eloquent message of Dr. McChesney :- ··
"He anticipated the grief which would
come when tender ties must be sundered and
cherished hopes of time abandoned, and as
he approached that hour, he did so with calm
trust in Christ, earnest invitations to others
to join by and by in the heavenly home,
expressions of heartfelt appreciation to all
who called upon him as well as for many who
could not see him, and gratitude to God for
his manifold blessings bestowed upon him
and his all through their lives, and for his
'.unfailing grace, which sustained him while
heart and flesh were fainting and failing.
"Permit us to draw just a little the veil
which discloses his home life. He was there
as you knew him in the walks of life. He
was a loving husband, faithful and devoted;
a kind father, wise ·and affectionate, and, in
turn, most genuinely beloved by his family.
He was a delightful host to all who entered
his home. One felt he must not trespass
upon the time of this busy man; and yet one
yearned to go to his home and was loth to
leave, and was always repaid, whether Dr.
Chesnut was in health or in sickness, by a
visit to his home. He was held in the highest
esteem by the ministerial a.ssociations, both
as a man and a minister of the Gospel.
"Two congregations, Grand Cote and
Cedarville, sincerely mingle their tears at his
departure, but mutually rejoice that they can
claim him as their pastor and exult in his
glorious coronation. Three presbyteries
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place ~heir tribute of love upon his casket.
The entire General Synod feels his loss deeply
and holds his work and memory precious and
lasting. Our foreign missionaries know well
his worth and will realize keenly their deprivation of his counsel and efforts. Four communities at least, Southern Illinois, Philadelphia, Cedarville, and his native neighborhood away across the sea, are alike sensibly
touched and deeply moved.
"Naturally, more than by all these he will
be most missed in his home and among his
dear loved ones. Likewise of his life will
be most refreshing to them the sweet, inspiring memory. Much as they will miss him;
more, in time to come, will his life, his love,
and all that made for the true husband the
devoted .father in him grow upon them and
heal their broken hearts and give calm and
peace to their souls.
"Were he here now to speak for himself, it
seems to me, that he would say to his family
'We have had much to be thankful for; God
has been .good to us. He gave us many happy
blessed years together. This is his way. His
will be done. I cannot come to you but you
can come to me.'
"To his congregation he would say as he
did once and again during his illness 'in the
messages he sent to us : 'I love you.' And,
brethren, that pure, self-denying love should
draw us closer together as a congregation,
and in his own words, 'make us a bit more
thoughtful of one another, and tenderer with
one another, and kinder to one another.'
Again, he would say 'Be faithful.' As he
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was true to Christ, he would have us remain
true. As he was loyal to the Church, he
would have us continue to be loyal. Once
more he would say, 'Serve. Do earnestly and
thoroughly the work committed to you. Build
one· another up in the things which make for
salvation. Reach out and gather in the lost;
and especially keep a lively, loving interest in
the children.' These three words were his
watchwords in his work: Love-LoyaltyLabor. God give you to take them as your
watchwords as a congregation.
"Were we to turn to the Scriptures for
words forming a fitting commentary on his
life and personality, the Old Testament would
bring these: 'Know ye not that there is a
prince and a great man fall en this day in
Israel?' While the New Testament offers
these: "He was a good man and full of the
Holy Ghost and of faith.'
"And well might he have exclaimed with
Paul, as like him he approached the end: 'I
am now ready to be offered, and the time of
my departure is at hand. I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness which the Lord,
the righteous judge shall give me at that day;
and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love his appearing.'
"Fond husband, loving father, faithful
pastor, loyal churchman, true friend, genuine
Christian brother, farewell 'until the day
break and the shadows flee away.'"
The Ohio Presbytery, of which Dr. Chesnut
was a member; the Foreign Mission Board,
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of which he was the secretary, and for which
he had rendered efficient service for years;
the Board of Trustees of Cedarville College,
of which he was secretary; the Board of
Superintendents of the Theological Seminary,
and many other organizations, expressed in
resolutions the high regard in which Dr.
Chesnut is held and the deep sense of loss
which is experienced everywhere.
Synod Memorial Service.

At the meeting of General Synod, in May,
1918, a committee was appointed to arrange
a program for a Memorial Service. The Committee submitted the following report, which
was unanimously adopted :
1. That the Memorial Services be held Sabbath, May 19, 1918, at 11 o'clock A. M.
2. That the Moderator of General Synod preside.
3. That the program be as follows :
Psalm 103: 11-15.
Invocation, Rev. Thomas Whyte.
Psalm 90: 13-16.
Scripture Lesson, Psalm 91, Rev. John
Parks.
Prayer, Rev. W. P. Harriman.
Remarks by Rev. Alexander Savage,
D. D., Rev. R. W. Chesnut, Ph.D.,
Rev. John B. Wilson, D, D., Ph. D.,
Rev. L. A. Benson and Rev. W. J.
Smiley.
Prayer, Rev. W.R. McChesney, D. D.
Psalm, No. 45: 7-10.
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Benediction, Moderator Andrew S.
Creswell.
Respectfully submitted,
W.R. MCCHESNEY,
W. J. SMILEY,
Committee.
This program was carried out practically
as arranged for. . Rev. J. B. Wilson, D. D.,
had engaged to preach in Xenia and could
not be present. Rev. Ralph S. Elder was
present and had a place on the program.
The attendance was expressive of the deep
veneration, the loving remembrance in which
our beloved brother is held. A large audience
gathered and joined feelingly in the services.
The addresses were appropriate and impressive, abounding in praise and gratitude to God
for giving us such a leader.
The Committee was also authorized to prepare a Minute on the death of Dr. Chesnut,
to be printed in the Advocate. They submitted the following, which was unanimously
adopted:
"Your committee to arrange for the Memorial Service for Dr. J. L. Chesnut would
submit the following minute for your adoption as an appreciation of the services rendered by him during the twenty-five years
of his ministry, twenty-two of which were
spent in Coulterville, Ill., and the last three
in Cedarville, Ohio.
"While it may seem to ns that his sun has
gone down while it is yet day, we would bow
in submission to our . Heavenly Father who
doeth all things well.
"Dr. Chesnut was richly endowed by nature
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and grace for the work of the ministry, and
specially fitted for the work to which he was
called in this department of the Church.
"He was of godly ancestry, his parents
being members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Ireland. He was brought up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
"In the home was laid the foundation for
success and service in reverence for God, His
word, His holy day, His house, and His ordinances.
"Dr. Chesnut was large physically, mentally, morally, and spiritually. He laid all
his gifts upon the altar. His genial countenance and hearty greeting brought gladness
and joy to the desponding, and his large sympathy helped him to comfort them that
mourn. He was faithful in every position
he was called to fill.
·
"The suffering of his closing days he
endured with a patience and fortitude until
he h.eard the welcome 'Well done, good and
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord.'
"The sympathy of Synod goes out to the
bereaved family.
"As a Synod we are reminded of the words
of the Master, 'I must work the works of
Him that sent me while it is day.' Of our
departed brother we may say :
" 'Thy day is come-not gone ;
Thy life is now beyond the reach of change
and deathNot ended,-but begun.'
"Committee.''
"W. J. SMILEY,
.
"W. R MCCHESNEY,
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A Wedding.

''At the residence of the bride's father, 116
North Twenty-first street, Philadelphia, Rev.
James Lyons Chesnut was united in marriage to Miss Jennie Wallace. Rev. David
Steele, D. D., pastor of the happy pair, performed the ceremony in the presence of a
few immediate friends and relatives of the
parties to the matrimonial bond.
"A short time after the ceremony, a large
number of friends and acquaintances of the
newly married couple assembled in tht
family mansion. An orchestra from the
Blind Asylum discoursed excellent music
during the evening. Among those present
were Revs. Prof. Matthew Gailey, Prof.
James Y. Boice and wife, Dr. Robert .Hunter
and wife, Rev. William H. Gailey and wife,
Rev. Jacob Krewson and wife, of Bucks
County, the students of the Seminary, the
members of Miss Wallace's class in the Sabbath School, and many others with whom the
young people had been associated, either in
church work or otherwise. A table covered
with all the delicacies of the season adorned
the dining-room, to which, during the evening, those present did ample justice.
"Mr. and Mrs. Wallace were untiring in
their efforts to make every one feel happy,
and although the cold was intense without,
all was sunshine within.
"The bridal presents were numerous and
elaborate, consisting of both the useful and
the ornamental.
"The happy pair started on their journey
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westward the following day, accompanied
and followed by the prayers and best wishes
of friends in Philadelphia. Both had been
active in the Bible Class and congregational
work in the Fourth Church, and pastor and
people .will miss them greatly; but all are
cheered by the thought, that they are going
to occupy a wider sphere of usefulness, and
thereby multiply their service in the kingdom and patience of our Lord Jesus· Christ.
The people of Coulterville have reason to
rejoice in the settlement among them of two
such faithful and tried workers in the
church.
"Eighteen years ago, the Fourth Church
supplied them with a gifted pastor and companion in life. And now, after this lapse of
years, God in his Providence, orders it that
this Philadelphia congregation supplies them
once more with a pastor and accomplished
partner in life."
S.
(Ref armed Presbyterian Advocate, Feb.
1, 1893, page 12.)
Ordination and Installation.

<'The ordination and installation of Rev.
J. L. Chesnut to the pastorate of the R. P.
Church in Coulterville, Illinois, took place on
February 9, 1893. The examinations in
Greek and Hebrew were conducted by Revs.
W. J. Smiley and R. W. Chesnut on February
6th. The examination was very satisfactory.
We may mention with special emphasis the
excellence of the examination in Hebrew.
This gave evidence that he had not only
applied himself well while jn the Seminary,

JAMES LYONS CHESNUT, D. D.

21

but that he had received fine instruction
from the professor in this department. The
same may be said of the others who have
been teaching in the Seminary, and we hope
that they may send out many more such
scholars.
"On Thursday, the 9th, at a called meeting of Presbytery, Mr. Chesnut was examined in Theology, Church History, Reformation Principles, and motives for entering the
ministry. He delivered an excellent expository lecture from Eph. 3 : 14-19; and a
sermon from Rev. 2: 10, last clause. The
discourses were eloquent and energetic. '.l,'he
examinations and discourses were then unanimously approved by Presbytery. In the
afternoon Rev. R. W. Chesnut preached the
ordination sermon from Prov. 11 :30, last
clause. The usual queries then being put to
the pastor-elect and the congregation, Mr.
J. L. Chesnut was duly by prayer and by the
laying on of the hands of the Presbytery
ordained to the gospel ministry and installed
pastor of the Coulterville Congregation.
"Rev. R. W. Chesnut delivered the charge
to the pastor, and Rev. W. J. Smiley delivered the charge to the congregation. On
motion, the name Rev. J. L. Chesnut was
ordered to be entered upon the roll of Presbytery. Thus another pastoral relation with
this congregation has been sealed, and we
trust it may be for the glory of God. Both
pastor and congregation enter upon their
work under the most favorable circumstances. One year ago we had only three
ministerial members in Presbytery; now we
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have five. We hope that before another year
has gone we may have still more."
R. W. C.
(R. P. Advocate, Feb. 15, 1893, pages 2324.)
A Royal Reception.
"On Friday, January 20th, the CoulterYille Congregation gave their newly-elected
pastor and his lady a grand welcome. Invitations were extended to all the ministers
and physicians of Coulterville and to a large
number. of :frienas. Among those from a disstance were Rev. W. J. Smiley and wife, Mr.
J. H. Fulton-and wife, Mrs. Mattie McMaster,
of Sparta Congregation; Rev. R. W. Chesnut
and wife, and Mr. G. W. Nevin and wife, of
Marissa; Rev. J. C. Elliott, of Swanwick, and
Mr. John Dixon and wife, of Murphysboro,
Ill. Mr. Samuel Douglass acted as chairman
and led the congregation in prayer. After
singing the 100th Psalm the people were
entertained by addresses from Mr. Adam
Russel, Dr. R. C. Hamilton and Revs. J. R.
Wylie, J. C. Elliott, W. J. Smiley, J. D. Crenshaw and R. W. Chesnut. Dinner was now
ready, and Mrs. I. C. McMillan took charge
of this part of the program. There were
about 400 people present, and the dinner was.
enjoyed by all, before the hour for returning
home arrived. We have seen many well-furnished tables, but certainly we never saw
anything to excel this one. Everybody seemed
to be happy, and certainly they had reason to
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be. We trust that this good beginning will
be but the foretaste of better . days in the
future.
"A letter from Rev. Robert Hunter, D. D.,
of Philadelphia, Pa., a former pastor of this
historic congregation, was then read, in
which he eulogized the pastor-elect and his
bride, having known them both for a number
of years, and commended them to the generous, warm-hearted congregation to which he
had become a pastor under ·similar circumstances, eighteen years ago.
"Thus ended a red-letter day in the history
of this church; and orie which we trust
augurs well for her future success. Never
in her history has she been so harmonious,
and never has · she been as anxious to do
effective service for her King. and Covenant.
''The large assembly then returned to
their homes, rejoicing that they had the
plemmre of taking part in such an excellent
reception.''
· CR. P. Advocate, Feb. 1, 1893, page 13.)
A.ction of the Western Presbytery
on the dissolution of the pastoral relation
between Rev.. J ; L. Chesnut, D. D:, and the
Grand Cote Congregation.
"Dr. Chesnut needs no word of commendation from us. Nevertheless, as· he has been
called to another field of labor, it is fitting
that we should place on record our appreciation of himself and of his work. ·Coming to
us from the Theological Seminary, with his
bride, who has proven herself a most efficient
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helper in the work of the Lord, he was set
apart to the work of the ministry, and at the
same time installed pastor of the Grand Cote
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Coulterville,
Ill., February 9, 1893. During all these,years
he has made full proof of his ministry, showing himself approved unto God-a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed. Endued
with the gifts and graces which made him an
able minister of the Gospel, he was equally
qualified by his tender and sympathetic
nature to sll.epherd the flock entrusted to · his
care. Cheerful and optimistic in his outlook,
he was able to arouse the zeal and energy,
not only of his own, but also of the neighboring congregations, who are largely indebted to him for encouragement in time of
need. As a presbyter, faithful in attendance
upon church courts, judicious in counsel; as
a citizen, deeply interested in all that pertained to the highest welfare of the commtrnity; as a man, exemplary in his conduct in
all the relations of life, we feel deeply . our
loss in his removal at this time. We express
our gratitude for the fellowship enjoyed and
the services rendered during twenty-two
years. · Our best wishes, go with him to his
new field of labor, and we trust that he may
long be spared to advance the interests of
Christ's Kingdom.
'' At the same time we express our sympathy with the congregation deprived of his
services as a pastor, and commend them to
God and to the word of his grace. We shall
endeavor to secure for them the supply of
ordinances to the extent of our ability, and
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pray that the Great Shepherd of the Sheep
may not only have them in his care and keePing, but may soon send them another shepherd, who shall go in and out before them,
and lead them into the green pastures and
by the still waters, taking up the work laid
down by Dr. Chesnut.
(R. P. Advocate, Februar.y, 1915, page 21.)

Removal of Dr. Chesnut.
"The removal of Rev. James Lyons Chesnut, D. D., from Coulterville, Ill., to Cedarville, Ohio, · is a matter of interest to every
Reformed Presbyterian. He stands high in
our Church, and is widely and favorably
known in the councils of other denominations.
For twenty-two years he has been laboring in
Coulterville and community and has earned
for himself the name of 'Bishop' of that part
of the coup.try. It was only after great
searching of heart that he decided to leave
the people whom he so greatly loved, and by
whom he was so greatly loved. The Cedarville Congregation, after an interregnum of
a year and a half will enter into the Christian work with new vigor and cheer.
"But we must not forget the charge which
has been vacated. As one of the most important and most faithful congregations of
our Church, its light must not be permitted
to go out. The best testimonial that it can
present of the value of Dr. Chesnut's work
.among them will be to carry on the work as
vigorously as if he were still there, and bridge
the chasm until another pastor is secured.
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This is the way to prove that they have a
name to live. Our best wishes and hopes are
with them during this testing time."
(Reformed Pres. Advocate, February,
1915, page 30.)
Dr. Chesnut Welcomed to Cedarville-Newly
Installed Pastor and His Wife Are Greeted
by 200 People at Reception Held in Church
Parlors.

"Welcoming their newly installed pastor,
the Rev. J. L. Chesnut and his wife, 200 members and friends of the Reformed PresbyteriaH congregation of Cedarville attended a
reception held in the church parlors Thursday evening. In receiving line with the
guests of honor were Dr. and Mrs. W. R.
McChesney, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Creswell and
venerable J. R. Orr. After the guests had
all assembled they were conducted to the dining-room of the church, where a delicious
two-course supper was served. The tables
were prettily decorated with pink and white
carnations and a candelabrum with pink
shaded candles was used as a centerpiece.
The toast program and menu bore a splendid
likeness of Dr. and Mrs. Chesnut.
"Seated at the speakers' table with the
honor guests were the Rev. W. R. McChesney and Mrs. Martha Morton, J. H. Stormont, chairman of the church; Dr. and Mrs.
C. M. Ritchie, and Dr. and Mrs. H. C. Foster,
of Clifton; Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Patton, of
Yellow Springs; and the elders of the church

JAMES LYONS CHESNUT, D. D.

27

and their wives, Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Stormont, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Creswell, Mr. and
Mrs. N. L. Ramsey, Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Hanna
and Mr. and Mrs. Wm. H. Creswell.
J. H. Creswell acted as toastmaster for the
vrogram of after-dinner speeches and introduced the following speakers: Elder J. H.
Creswell, who gave the address of welcome
on behalf of the church session; Prof. F. A.
Jurkat, on behalf of the congregation; Miss
Mary Cooper, for the Sabbath School; Miss
Josephine Orr, president of the Christian
Endeavor Society, on behalf of that organization; Mrs. Martha Morton, for the Woman's Missionary Society; Rev. J. W. Patton
for the Methodi_st Episcopal Church; Prof.
Leroy Allen for the United Presbyterian
Seminary; Dean W. R. McChesney for Cedarville College. The Rev. J. S. E. McMichael's
name was on the program for an address on
behalf of the United Presbyterian Church,
but he was unable to be present because of
illness.
"During his talk on behalf of the college
Dr. McChesney read a list of 41 names of
young men and women of the Reformed Presbyterian Church who have graduated from
Cedarville College during the last twenty
years. Dr. McChesney told how the student
body loves Dr. Chesnut, who has been a
member of the Seminary Board of the college
for several years, and has often visited the
college, and how sincerely they welcome him
to Cedarville.
"One of the most pleasing speakers on the
program was Mrs. Martha Morton, widow of
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the late Dr. J. F. Morton, for 40 years pastor
of the R. P. Church of Cedarville. Although
in her 83d year, Mrs. Morton gave a very
charming talk, which was largely re:rpiniscent and concerned the early history of the
Church.
"Dr. Chesnut responded to all of the talks
in a very witty, happy little speech, in which
he said he was very glad to be in Cedarville
and asked for the co-operation and assistance of the congregati(m in carrying on his
work. Dr. Chesnut preached his first sermon
at Cedarville last Sabbath. Previous to coming to Cedarville he was pastor of the R. P.
Church, at Coulterville, Ill., for twenty-two
years. He has numerous friends in Cedarville made tprough his frequent visits there,
and does not come as a stranger to their
midst." .
Memorial Tributes.
From Rev. J. C. French, of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church (Synod), who was
located for a number of years near Dr.
Chesnut:
"He was a man of God in whose life were
exemplified the teachings of the Master whom
he served. He was an able and fear less expounder of the Word of God, and was never
happier than when performing this service.
"God had endowed him with graces and a
courtesy that made him the friend of all who
knew him. He was a royal companion, a
genial conversationalist, and his life and inspiration to higher and better things. The
world is better because of the life that he
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lived and heaven richer because of his
entrance therein.
JOHN C. FRENCH,
"Pastor of the R. P. Congregation of
Regina, Saskatchewan."
An appreciation by an old chum, Samuel
A. Jackson:
"The writer was associated with Mr.
James L. Chesnut in various ways since 1886.
Our first acquaintance was when, as a young
man of 18 years, he walked into our 'Boys'
Class -in the Sabbath School of Dr. David
Steele's Church in Philadelphia. · I remember
him as being one of the best informed young
men of that large Sabbath School, and a
leader among us from the very first. Of powerfui physique and the possessor of mental
gifts and social qualities of a high order,
Brother_Chesnut did not need to seek prominence or leadership among his f ellow-students or friends. In spite of his humility and
diffidence, his superior talents and genial
ways placed him where he belonged, in the
front rank of Christian workers. As a student in the seminary, Mr. Chesnut's splendid
:memory and powers of perception made it
easy for him to master the lectures in theology, which demanded so much labor on the
part of other students. To the seminary he
brought much of the sunshine and good cheer
of those struggling days, by his ready wit
and merry heart. As a theologian, Dr. Chesnut was Calvinistic, because he believed that
Calvinism was. founded on the Bible. As a
preacher he had a wonderful command of
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language, and a voice which was both musical and strong. His sermons were both
doctrinal alid practical, and appealed to the
understanding as well as to the heart. It
was his firm belief in the divine authority of
the Scriptures and his unwavering trust in
the power of the Cross of Christ that made
Dr. Chesnut so able in the pulpit and so successful as a pastor."
Lowell, Mass.
From Rev. W. J. Smiley, of Sparta, Ill.,
who was intimately associated with Dr. Chesnut during all the years of his Coulterville
pastorate:
"Dr. Chesnut was richly endowed by
nature and grace for the work of the ministry. Of godly ancestry, his parents being
members of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church in Ireland, he was brought up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord. The
foundation for service and success was laid
in tM-liome, in reverence for God, His Word,
His holy day, His house and His ordinances.
"Dr. Chesnut was large physically, mentally; morally, and spiritually. He laid all
his gifts Upon the altar. He was faithful in
every position he was called to fill. Like
Moses, he endured, as seeing Him who is
invisible.
" 'The day is come--not gone ;
Thy sun is risen-not set ;
Thy life is, now beyond the reach of change
and death;
Not ended-but begun.' ''
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From Rev. W. R. McChesney, D. D., President of Cedarville College :
"Dr. James L. Chesnut and I were close
friends for twenty-four years, from the very
day we met. I never knew a man who was
so genial, pure and true as a friend.
"Dr. Chesn:ut was a man of big heart,.
without guile, a magnetic and interesting
speaker, a faithful ambassador of Christ, a
loyal churchman, and a godly man. I miss
his counsel and encouragement. The Church
and mankind have lost a man who was their
devoted and genuine friend."
From J. G. . Carson, D. D., LL. D., Professor Emeritus, Xenia Theological Seminary, Xenia, Ohio.
An Appreciation.
It affords me pleasure to pay a small tribute of appreciation to the m.emory of my
friend and brother, Dr. James Chesnut.
Though our acquaintance was brief and our
intercourse somewhat interrupted, yet especially toward the last it was quite intimate
and confidential.
From the first that which specially impressed me was the simplicity and sincerity
of his character and conversation; so that
one was constrained to say of him as the
Lord said of Nathaniel, "Behold an Israelite
indeed in whom is no guile." Though possessed of great abilities as a preacher and
theologian, yet there seemed to be no consciousness of it on his part; but "in simplicity
and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom,
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but by the grace of God, he had his conversation in the world." And now that he has
gone to his reward, the universal feeling is
"that a prince and a great man is fallen in
our Israel" whose place in the Church and in
society will not be easily filled.
J. G. CARSON.

To the Memory of Rev. James Lyons Chesnut,

D.D.
The faithful friend, devoted pastor, eloquent preacher, sound theologian and loyal
patriot, who feared God and loved his fellowmen. With pleasure we dedicate these words
of appreciation, to the memory of one whose
life and work for twenty-five years of devoted service was so full of hope, faith, love
and good cheer, that his life was one of sunshine, making all happy who saw it. He
was a man of thought, piety, sympathy,
affection, ready wit and good humor, most
wonderfully combined. We appreciate his
life and revere his ·memory.
REV. R. W. CHESNUT, Ph. D.
A True Friend.
As an expression of my appreciation of Dr.
Chesnut as a true friend, I will mention two
incidents in my own experience, which set
forth his friendly character.
While he was the beloved pastor of the
Coulterville R. P. Congregation, I was called
tci .the pastorate of the Covenanter Congregation also located there.
I was almost an entire stranger there and
then. Outside of my own people, Dr. Chesnut
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was the first one to greet me most cordially
and bid Godspeed.
Providence brought us together again, at
Cedarville, Ohio, after some years. Here,
also, he met me in the same Christian spirit,
and to the end of our labors there we were
fast friends.
Dr. Chesnut was :noted for many noble
Christian characteristics, but that which
clings to me was his largeness of heart and
Christ-like spirit of friendliness.
W. S. FULTON.

Belle Center, Ohio.
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